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“Once there were four children whose names

is about something that happened to them when
they were sent away from London during the war
because of air raids. They were sent to the house
of an old Professor who lived in the heart of the
country.” (From The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis)

Consider the marvelous power of the
written word. Here I am, typing thoughts
into a computer and not saying a word
aloud. After some editing, printing, and

INSIDE mailing, this is now in your hands and your

THIS ISSUE: mind is hearing my thoughts! Downright

scary, in some ways, isn’t it! But such is the
Upper School 2 } ) )
Update magic of reading. Further, given a well-
thought out collection of words, any reader
Grammar 2

School Update can be mentally transported to any place on

earth, or even space, meet and get to know

Teacher 4 . .
Profiles famous people from any period of history

and, after some quiet time in a comfortable
Calendar 6

chair, get up and walk way better educated.

Books are our best and only time-machines.

Photographs and pictures may be worth a
thousand words at times, but they are hardly
worth one word unless the viewer already
understands a fair bit of what he is seeing.
Consider all that it takes for a typical movie
(moving pictures) to try to convey the same
message or story contained in a neatly
bound book. The movie-making consumes
millions of dollars and thousands of hours
in production, it requires the acting ability
(assuming there is some) of numerous peo-

were Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy. This story
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ple, and then I requires usually about two
hours of viewing to say its short message. Its
format never encourages the viewer to stop
it, pause and quietly ponder its message as it
may relate to other great thoughts or stories
and then start it up again. When was the
last time you, or someone you know, said of
a movie, “Gee, that was just as great as the
book!”? Lest I be unfair, I is true that mov-
ies are largely meant for consumption in a
social setting and not the private, mind-to-
mind, intimate setting that great books re-
quire.

Whenever parents come to check out
the educational program at Logos, I want to

Continued on page 5
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“I do not consider,
brethren, that I have
captured and made it my
own; but one thing I do:
forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to
what lies ahead. I press

on toward the goal to win

the prize to which God in
Chaist Jesus is calling us

upward.” Phil. 3:13-14

In preparation for our
Spring information sessions
for prospective parents, I've
been contemplating what
makes our vision of educa-
tion special, and in what
ways a Veritas education is
“exceptional.” This has been
a fun exercise for me. I'm
not a natural evangelist, but
the vision behind Veritas is
one of the few things in my
life that I have really enjoyed
“selling” to people. Over the
next several newsletters, |
plan to share bits and pieces
of my thoughts on this sub-
ject. For now, I want to take

It is hard to believe the
school year is half way
through. It is such a bless-
ing to hear the children
reciting jingles and verses
joyfully, as I walk past their
classes in the hallways. I am
thrilled to be a part of such
a Christ-centered approach
to classical education. 1
know that I speak for the
teachers when I say that our
partnership with you means
so much.

Working together with
you to further your child’s
education is one of the
things that separates us from
other schools. While pon-
dering the meaning of
“partnership,” I researched
the word in Webster’s Dic-
tionary. The dictionary de-
fines partnership as “the
relationship of partners with
a joint interest.” A relation-
ship must be built on trust,
and at Veritas we value that
trust. Part of building and

fostering trust in-
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a slight detour, which I
promise to bring back
around to the topic of what
makes Veritas unique.

Recently, I attended an
academic presentation on
the ability of high school
GPA and standardized test
scores to predict college
grades. This talk was given at
OU by a senior researcher
from one of the largest test-
ing companies in the nation.
First, he noted that studies
so far do not support the
popular idea that simply
getting kids into public pre-

volves developing open and
honest lines of communica-
tions. [ would continue to
encourage you to bring both
praises and concerns directly
to the teachers’ attention. 1
am confident that the teach-
ers would graciously be open
to hearing these thoughts.
In all of your communica-
tions, seek to reach under-
standing. We all sometimes
are rushed and distracted by
the ongoing events each day.
Our common goal is to pro-
vide the best education pos-
sible to all of the children at
Veritas, and clear, open
communication is essential.
Try not to settle for quick
messages or statements that
leave ambiguity. Just as I
continue to ask the teachers
to pursue clarity in commu-
nication with all of you,
strive for clarity as you work
with the teachers. 1would
also mention that I am
happy to assist in fostering
strong communication be-
tween parents and teachers,

school programs will pro-
duce lasting academic bene-
fits. Oklahoma itself pro-
vides some of the best data
on this issue, and after about
10 years of “universal pre-k,”
we have seen slight declines in
academic performance,
rather than the huge gains
we were promised. It turns
out that just doing more of
the same old thing for longer
periods of time does not
actually change anything. Is
anyone surprised by this?

continued on page 3

so please let me know if you
have ideas to build and
maintain these communica-
tive relationships.

This semester, the teach-
ers and I have been going
through the book, Sacred
Parenting. It has been
enlightening to see that
teaching students isn’t about
us. It's about Him. We are
called to teach children for
the glory of God. When we
realize that teaching chil-
dren is about is about God,
then the trials and sacrifices
of teaching are more easily
borne. Gary L. Thomas said,
“The ultimate issue is no
longer how proud my chil-
dren make me, but how
faithful I've been to dis-
charge the duties God has
given me.” He then goes
into detail about the differ-
ence between child-centered
and Christ-centered parent-
ing. 1 highly encourage you

Continued on page 3
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Upper School Update

(As it so happens, quite a few
people are, indeed, surprised,
while even more remain in de-
nial of the data).

A second interesting point
made in this presentation con-
cerned research showing that
something called “academic dis-
cipline” is one of the single best
predictors of college success.
When pressed to define aca-
demic discipline, he described it
as an intrinsic love of learning,
an identification of oneself as a
scholar, and the ability to focus
one’s attention and efforts in the
pursuit of knowledge. As the
speaker described this quality of
academic discipline, I recognized
in his description the portrait of
a Veritas student. Now, as some-
one who has observed multiple
classes at VCA and is a parent of
two students, I don’t believe that
most of our students have
topped the scales on their aca-
demic discipline. I also do not
believe that we are the only

Grammar School Update

to look at this book, as we
partner together in your
child’s education.

“I do not consider, brethren,
that I have captured and made it
my own; but one thing I do: for-
getting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies
ahead. 1 press on toward the goal
to win the prize to which God in
Christ Jesus is calling us up-

ward.” Phil. 3:13-14.

We also share a joint inter-
est in helping bring your child
up in the love, knowledge,
and fear of the Lord. This
unique model brings us closer
together in our relationship

with you, your relationship
with your child, and your fam-
ily’s relationship with Christ. 1
earnestly pray that out of this
growing relationship with Him,
that you and your family under-
stand the sovereignty of Christ
and his deep love for you. 1
hope that during your family’s
Christmas celebrations that
you were able to clearly see,
experience and share the love
of Christ with one another. It
is amazing that the gift of a
child would be so significant as
to change the world and pro-
vide hope for all mankind.
Why would we want to keep

school capable of making serious
progress in developing this qual-
ity in students. However, I have
also seen many of our students
make tremendous strides in their
levels of academic discipline, and
I am convinced that our blended
model of homeschooling and
classroom instruction is one of
the best ways to produce the
kind of independence, motiva-
tion, and perseverance that lead
to later success in college and
beyond.

So, as you gear up for the
Spring semester and reflect on
what you have endured and how
much you have achieved with
your students over the Fall se-
mester, consider not only how
hard it has been, but also the
fruits of your labors. I would
urge you as well to consider how
to combine the power of aca-
demic discipline with the humil-
ity of “kingdom-mindedness.”
Despite what our culture tells us,
we are not here for ourselves.

? Nz y 4 k-
that to ourselves? Mis. Gaprier’s Pre‘-hlrfderga

continued from page 2

We are here to build God’s king-
dom. Part of the glory of Christ
coming into the world is the
restoration of the image of God
in Man that was lost in the Fall.
If we are in Christ, then that
image is restored to us as well
(though we do not yet fully ex-
perience that restoration), and
we get to participate in bringing
that restoration to the rest of
creation. If we can instill this
mindset in our students while
also helping them to strengthen
their academic discipline, then
we will have achieved something
very rare and very precious. It
remains my privilege to share in
this great work with you. May we
persevere in it for the glory of

God.

Dr. Ryan Brown is the
Upper School Principal.

continued from page 2

Again, thank you for al-
lowing us to partner with
you in this lifelong adventure
of learning!!

Mss. Lorie Gray is the Grammar
School Principal
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“..0Our blended
model of
homeschooling
and classroom
instruction Is
one of the best
ways to produce
the kind of
independence,
motivation and
perseverance
that lead to

later success...”
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Our Second
Grade teacher, Mrs. Tif-
fany Clark, was born and
raised in Norman. Having
graduated from OU in
1989 with a degree in
education, she married
Randy and lived in Maine
for one year. She returned
home to Oklahoma and
taught in the OKC and
Norman public school
systems for 7 years before
staying home with her

[My favorite

thing about teaching
at Veritas is]
“Getting to encourage

children to give God

glory for their strong,

healthy minds and
ability to learn every-
thing in His crea- Raised i West
Texas, Mrs. McIntosh
graduated with twelve
other students from New
Home High School in
1990. After having a father
who was her teacher,
coach, and high school
principal, she naturally
pursued a career in educa-
tion. She graduated in
1994 from Wayland Bap-
tist University in Plainview,
TX, with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Elementary
Education.

tion.”

She and her
church planter husband,

VERITAS NEWS

children, Courtney, Coo-
per and Cash.

Mrs. Clark is in
her fifth year of teaching
at VCA. When asked
what her favorite thing
about teaching at Veritas
is, she replies, “Getting to
encourage children to
give God glory for their
strong, healthy minds and
ability to learn everything
in His creation.”

Mat, have been married for
fourteen years. They have
four playful children Had-
don(6th), Eden(4th), Boyce
(Pre-K), and Tyndale(2
years). After marrying her
husband in Texas, he
moved her to Oklahoma
where she taught first
grade for five years at Vir-
ginia Smith Elementary in
Harrah. A few years later
her family moved to Ken-
tucky where she taught
seventh grade and coached
Varsity Cheerleading at
Whitefield Academy.
Homeschooling her own

Among her many inter-
ests are the Sooners,
watching her kids play
sports, shopping at
Mardel, reading, and
spending time with
friends and family. Sun-
days will find her teaching
an Eighth Grade girls
Sunday School class. She
has also been a member
of Bible Study Fellowship,
International, for nine
years; three years as a dis-
cussion leader.

Mrs. Clark’s Second Grade Class performs

at the Christmas Program.

h &

children became her full
time position after having

her third child, Boyce.

What she enjoys most
about VCA is being able to
teach the truth about
God's world and knowing
her own children will be
taught the same thing. She
also appreciates parents
and students who value
getting a good education.

When not teaching she
enjoys playing with her
children, dating her hus-
band, and exercising.
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Good

ensure they clearly understand
that reading is a very high pri-
ority here. In the early years,
kindergarten and first grade,
using phonics and little sto-
ries, the students learn to
read. From about second
grade on, the emphasis
switches to reading to learn.
The ability to read ad increase
in reading proficiency are the
keys to promotion from grade
to grade. We don’t use basals
or primers for a number of
reasons - the main one being
they’re lethally boring. The
elementary literature lists we
have accumulated for each
grade over the years contain
many titles that should be old
friends to adults. From the
Francis series (a personal favor-
ite), Frog and Toad, The Little
House, Dr. Seuss stories, The
Oxcart Man, and Make Way for
Ducklings among the early
grades’ titles to the Narnia
series (the best children’s
books in the world), Stuart
Little, The Borrowers, The Fel-
lowship of the Ring series, and
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
among the upper elementary
grades, each year’s reading is a
feast for the minds of these
students. We also integrate

wonderful historical biogra-
phies and novels into our re-
quired reading, helping the
students visualize and empa-
thize with the great people
and works in history.

At the secondary level,
reading continues to play a
tremendously important role.
You will find many of the
great works of Western litera-
ture on the reading lists from
seventh through twelfth grade.
From the Iliad and the Odys-
sey, to Pride and Prejudice, from
Moby Dick to Penrod and Dick-
ens, the students are stretched
in their mental landscapes.
These great works help them
form a worldview that rein-
forces biblical definitions of
morality, consequences of sin,
nobility, honor, selfsacrifice,
and the sheer sweat, feasting
and profound satisfaction of
living in a world God has cre-
ated for us to enjoy.

Children who come to us
from homes where books and
reading aloud have been part
of the fabric of the home since
birth do far better than chil-
dren from homes where TV or
videos have been the primary
mental nutrition. That’s a
fact. Further, because chil-
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dren imitate and value what is
important to their parents,
those of us who are trying to
train our children in a way far
different from what we re-
ceived must read and read a
lot. (Dad & Mom - thank
you for the example you were
to your kids!) Reading takes
far more work than viewing,
but it is very worth the effort.
For Christian homes and
schools, reading timeless chil-
dren’s classics and powerful
works of history and literature
are not optional activities; not
if the parents are serious
about equipping their chil-
dren in every way to face a
God-hating culture.

So defy the popular
culture, bless your children,
and help yourself and the
teaches here and at similar
schools by just picking up a
valuable book and sitting
down to read. (Don’t forget
to read aloud to your kids -
they love it.) Thank God for

this marvelous gift!

" Reprinted with permission from
The Return of Dear Parents: Selected
Columns on Communicating the Chris-
tian & Classical Vision to Families.
Tom Garfield is the superintendent
of Logos School, Moscow, ID.

Dear VCA Family:

deavor in educating our children in the coming year.

The faculty and staff of VCA

“For Christian
homes and
schools,
reading
timeless
children’s
classics...are
not optional

activities...”

Please accept our hearty and sincere thanks to all of you for your many exceptional kind-
nesses during the Christmas season. Your gifts and well-wishes do much to cheer our
hearts and encourage us in our work. May the Lord continue to bless our common en-



Veritas Classical Academy
Physical Address: Crossroads Church

8901 S. Shields Boulevard
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73149
Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 720426

Norman, Oklahoma 73070

Phone: 405.850.5309
www.veritasnorman.org

veritasnorman@yahoo.com

An Exceptional Christian Education

January 19

Information Session*, 7
pm, Moore Chamber of

Commerce (MCCQC)

January 20

Open Board Meeting,

7 pm, MCC

January 22

Grammar School

Campus Day, 9-10:30 am

January 29

Upper School Campus

Day, 9-10:30 am

Veritas Classical Academy is a classical Christian
school serving the Norman, Moore and South
Oklahoma City areas. Veritas is part of a growing
movement to reform education in America
through a classical approach to teaching and learn-

ing.

Besides being classical and Christian, Veritas also
blends traditional classroom instruction two days
a week (2.5 days for Upper School students) with
home instruction on the remaining days. This
blended instructional model ensures high levels of
family involvement, reduces the financial burden
of private school tuition, and merges the benefits
of a formal classroom experience with the indi-

vidualized attention of parents at home.

)*

February 10

Information Session*, 7
pm, Crossroads Church

Visitor Center

February 12
Grammar School

Campus Day, 9-10:30 am

February 19
Upper School Campus
Day, 9-10:30 am

February 28
New student admission
testing, 9-noon,

Crossroads Church

*Interested families should plan to attend
an Information Session before attending a
Campus Day. This will provide you with
the necessary information to observe in
classrooms and make an informed deci-
sion about proceeding with the admis-
sions process. Please RSVP to above
events at 850-5309. A complete list of
Spring 2009 events, as well as 2009-2010
Admissions information, is available on

our website at www.veritasnorman.org.



